
 

7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to 
God and not to us. 8 We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not 

driven to despair; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not 
destroyed; 10 always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may 

also be manifested in our bodies. 11 For we who live are always being given over to 
death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal 

flesh. 12 So death is at work in us, but life in you. 

2 Corinthians 4:7-12  ESV 

Treasure = Jesus and our new life in Him. 

Jars of clay = fragile, common vessel 

		



19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where 
thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 

nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also.” 

Matthew 6:19-21 (ESV) 
		

Earthly “treasure” centers arounds you & your fleeting desires. 
  
The Treasure of Christ centers on Him & His desire, which is to glorify God. 

Personal Discovery #1 

My weakness reveals God’s power. 

“In Paul’s mind the proclaimer must reflect the proclaimed. He who proclaims a crucified 
Messiah must himself live cruciform.” 

Paul Barnett, The Second Epistle to the Corinthians (p. 232). 

1 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 2 Through Him we also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, 
and we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, 

knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and 
character produces hope, 5 and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been 

poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 
Romans 5:1-5 (ESV) 

  



Personal Discovery #2 

God sets the limit of suffering to show His sufficiency. 
  

10 My goal is to know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of  
His sufferings, being conformed to His death, 11 assuming that I will somehow  

reach the resurrection from among the dead. 12 Not that I have already reached the  
goal or am already fully mature, but I make every effort to take hold of it  

because I also have been taken hold of by Christ Jesus. 

Philippians 3:10-12 (CSB) 

Personal Discovery #3 

My suffering helps others see Christ in me. 
  

The Christian life must be shaped by the Cross because… 
• My weakness reveals God’s power. 
• God sets the limit of suffering to show His sufficiency. 
• My suffering helps others see Christ in me.




