
 

4 Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of God, we do not lose heart. 2 But we 
have renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways. We refuse to practice cunning or to 
tamper with God's word, but by the open statement of the truth we would commend 

ourselves to everyone's conscience in the sight of God. 3 And even if our gospel is 
veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 In their case the god of this world has 

blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel 
of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For what we proclaim is not ourselves, 
but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake. 6 For God, who 

said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

2 Corinthians 4:1-6  ESV 

Passage Outline 

I. The Challenge of Ministry - 2 Corinthians 4:1-4 
II. The Charge of Ministry - 2 Corinthians 4:5-6 



1 Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of God, we do not lose heart. 
2 Corinthians 4:1 (ESV) 
  
 2 But we have renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways. We refuse to practice cunning or to 
tamper with God's word, but by the open statement of the truth we would commend ourselves 
to everyone's conscience in the sight of God. 
2 Corinthians 4:2 (ESV) 
  
3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled only to those who are perishing. 4 In their case the 
god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light 
of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 
2	Corinthians	4:3-4	(ESV)	
		

“It is not by human light that we can show the gospel of God.  
Not by rhetoric and reasoning do men perceive the light of the gospel. There is  

a self-manifesting and a self-evidencing power in the gospel. It runs on its own feet and needs no crutches.” 

Charles Spurgeon, The Gospel of the Glory of Christ 

3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled only to those who are perishing. 4 In their case the 
god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light 
of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 
2 Corinthians 4:3-4 (ESV) 
		
1 Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 2 but 
in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, 
through whom also he created the world. 3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact 
imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making 
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4 having become as 
much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 
Hebrews 1:1-4 (ESV) 

5 For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your 
servants for Jesus' sake. 
2 Corinthians 4:5 (ESV) 



28 We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may 
present everyone perfect in Christ. 
  
29 To this end I labor, struggling with all his energy, which so powerfully works in me. 
Colossians 1:28-29 (NIV84) 
  
6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of 
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
2 Corinthians 4:6 (ESV) 

“The gospel is either divine, or it is a lie: it has a supernatural power about it, or else it is an 
imposture. The true power of the gospel of Christ lies not in its natural reasonableness, nor in its 

adaptation to human need, nor in its moral beauty, but in the attendant power of the Spirit of 
God. God is in the gospel, and therefore it is mighty. We may preach to you for a thousand years 
together, and never a soul of you will receive Christ, unless the same Spirit that spake light into 

the primeval dark shall say, “Let there be light.” Salvation is a supernatural process. God himself 
must come upon the scene before the eyes of a man born blind will see.” 

Charles Spurgeon, The Gospel of the Glory of Christ 

Telling Practices: 
Tell the truth about temptation. 
-     To the Lord 
-     To trusted believers 
		
Telling Practices: 
Tell the truth about salvation. 
-   To yourself 
-   To others 
  
Telling Practices: 
-   Tell the truth about temptation. 
-   Tell the truth about salvation.






