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“5 Now if anyone has caused pain, he has caused it not to me, but in some measure—not to put 
it too severely—to all of you. 6 For such a one, this punishment by the majority is 
enough, 7 so you should rather turn to forgive and comfort him, or he may be overwhelmed 
by excessive sorrow. 8 So I beg you to reaffirm your love for him. 9 For this is why I wrote, that 
I might test you and know whether you are obedient in everything. 10 Anyone whom you 
forgive, I also forgive. Indeed, what I have forgiven, if I have forgiven anything, has been for 
your sake in the presence of Christ, 11 so that we would not be outwitted by Satan; for we are 
not ignorant of his designs.” 
        2 Corinthians 2:5-11 ESV 



Passage Outline 

I. The Church on the Corner of Grace & Truth, 2:5-8 

II. Why This Process Really, Really Matters, 9-11 

5 Now if anyone has caused pain, he has caused it not to me, but in some measure—not to put it too severely
—to all of you. 6 For such a one, this punishment by the majority is enough, 7 so you should rather turn to 
forgive and comfort him, 
2 Corinthians 2:507a 
  
3 “Pay attention to yourselves! If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him, 4 and if he 
sins against you seven times in the day, and turns to you seven times, saying, ‘I repent,’ you must forgive 
him.” 
Luke 17:3-4 ESV 
		

“Everyone says forgiveness is a lovely idea, until they have something to forgive  (p.115).”  
Mere Christianity by C.S. Lewis 

		
7 so you should rather turn to forgive and comfort him, or he may be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. 8 
So I beg you to reaffirm your love for him. 
2 Corinthians 2:8 ESV 
  

“Love is a gift from God, indeed, the ultimate gift from God given in and through Jesus Christ, the new 
reality that is present within the church (1 Cor 13:1–13; 16:14). The love that is present with the church is 

nothing other than the love of God, no matter that it is also living and active in each member. For the 
Corinthians to affirm love to the one who offended is to affirm God’s love for him in which they 

themselves share. Only in that unconditional way can he truly receive comfort.” Dr. Mark Seifrid, The 
Second Letter to the Corinthians, Pillar NT Commentary.



 

I. The Church on the Corner of Grace and Truth 
A. Addresses Public Sin – 2 Co. 2:5-6 

B. Forgives the Repentant – 2 Co. 2:7 

C. Restores the Loved One – 2 Co. 2:8 

		
9 For this is why I wrote, that I might test you and know whether you are obedient in everything. 10 Anyone 
whom you forgive, I also forgive. Indeed, what I have forgiven, if I have forgiven anything, has been for your 
sake in the presence of Christ, 
2 Corinthians 2:9-10 ESV 
  
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from 
the Father, full of grace and truth. 
John 1:14 ESV 
  
11 so that we would not be outwitted by Satan; for we are not ignorant of his designs. 
2 Corinthians 2:11 ESV 

II.	Why	This	Process	Really,	Really	Ma4ers	
A. Proves the Presence of Christ – 2 Co. 2:9-10 

B. Protects the Church – 2 Co. 2:11 

  
III.	Live	at	the	Corner	of	Grace	and	Truth.	
A. Address the Sin. 

B. Forgive the Repentant. 

C. Restore the Loved One. 

	




