
12 When I came to Troas to preach the gospel of Christ, even though a door was opened for me in 
the Lord, 13 my spirit was not at rest because I did not find my brother Titus there. So I took leave of 

them and went on to Macedonia.  14 But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in 
triumphal procession, and through us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of him everywhere. 

15 For we are the aroma of Christ to God among those who are being saved and among those who are 
perishing, 16 to one a fragrance from death to death, to the other a fragrance from life to life. Who 
is sufficient for these things?  17 For we are not, like so many, peddlers of God's word, but as men of 

sincerity, as commissioned by God, in the sight of God we speak in Christ. 
2 Corinthians 2:12-17 ESV 

2 Corinthians at-a-Glance 
Chapters 1-7   Past   Concerns 
Chapters 8-9   Present  Generosity 
Chapters 10-13 Future   Authority 

12 When I came to Troas to preach the gospel of Christ, even though a door was opened for me in 
the Lord, 13 my spirit was not at rest because I did not find my brother Titus there. So I took leave of 

them and went on to Macedonia. 
14 But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal procession, and through us 

spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of him everywhere. 
2 Corinthians 2:12-14 ESV 



Roman Triumphal Procession 
“The procession consisted of the entrance into the city of the Roman magistrates, the Senate, people 
carrying booty from the campaign, sacrificial bulls, and enemy captives (who were executed at the end of the 
ceremony), followed by the victorious general on a chariot leading his army.” 
Duff, P. B. (1992). Processions., The Anchor Yale Bible Dictionary (Vol. 5, p. 470). 

Fragrance = Sacrifice in Paul’s Writing 

1 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2 And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave  
himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 

Ephesians 5:1-2 ESV 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice,  
holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 

Romans 12:1 ESV 

Slide 
15 For we are the aroma of Christ to God among those who are being saved and among those who are 

perishing, 16 to one a fragrance from death to death, to the other a fragrance from life to life.  
Who is sufficient for these things?  

2 Corinthians 2:15-16 ESV 

17 For we are not, like so many, peddlers of God's word, but as men of sincerity, as commissioned by God,  
in the sight of God we speak in Christ. 

2 Corinthians 2:17 ESV 

How to Live a Life of Godly Influence 

• Reset your Motives.  

• Accept your Commission. 

•  Talk about Jesus. 


