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14 Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers.  
For what partnership has righteousness with lawlessness? Or what fellowship  

has light with darkness? 15 What accord has Christ with Belial?   Or what  
portion does a believer share with an unbeliever? 16 What agreement has the  
temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; as God said, 

“I will make my dwelling among them and walk among them,  
    and I will be their God,  

    and they shall be my people. 
17 Therefore go out from their midst,  

    and be separate from them, says the Lord,  
and touch no unclean thing; 
    then I will welcome you, 

18 and I will be a father to you, 
    and you shall be sons and daughters to me,  

says the Lord Almighty.” 

7 Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every  
defilement of body and spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear of God. 

       2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1 



 

“Worldliness is what makes sin look normal in any age and righteousness seem odd. 
Modernity is worldliness, and it has concealed its values so adroitly in the abundance, the 
comfort, and the wizardry of our age that even those who call themselves the people of God 

seldom recognize them for what they are.” 

–David F. Wells, God in the Wasteland (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1994), 29 

The Meaning of Unbelievers: 
Unconverted People Who Are Blinded and “Under the Sway of the ‘god’ of This World” 
		
3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 In their case the god 
of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of 
the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 
2 Corinthians 4:3-4 (ESV)



  
OT Background of Being Unequally Yoked 
19 “You shall keep my statutes. You shall not let your cattle breed with a different kind. You shall not sow 
your field with two kinds of seed, nor shall you wear a garment of cloth made of two kinds of material.” 
Leviticus 19:19 (ESV) 
  
“10 You shall not plow with an ox and a donkey together.” 
Deuteronomy 22:10 (ESV) 
  

What’s In Our Soup? 
-      What I want to see when I want to see it. 
-       What I want to say when I want to say it. 
-       What I want to get when I want to get it. 
-       I say who/what I am and to disagree is to hurt me. 
   
For what partnership has righteousness with lawlessness? Or what fellowship has light with darkness? 15 
What accord has Christ with Belial? Or what portion does a believer share with an unbeliever? 
2 Corinthians 6:14b-15 (ESV) 
  
16 What agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; 
2 Corinthians 16a 
  
22 In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. 
Ephesians 2:22 (ESV) 
  
as God said, 
“I will make my dwelling among them and walk among them, 
    and I will be their God, 
    and they shall be my people. 
2 Corinthians 6:16b (ESV) 
		
17 Therefore go out from their midst, 
    and be separate from them, says the Lord, 
and touch no unclean thing; 
    then I will welcome you, 
2 Corinthians 6:17 (ESV) 
		



Holiness is the Central Definition of God’s Character 
		
8 And the four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all around and within, and 
day and night they never cease to say, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is 
to come!” 
  
“Today there is a resistance to the tenet…that holiness fundamentally defines the character of God and 
that love is not an alternative to it but, rather, an expression of it. This must be so. If God’s holiness is 
his utter purity, his incomparable goodness, the measure of all that is true and right, the final line of 

resistance to all that is wrong, dark, and malignant, then love must be a part of this…” 
  

“…If love is virtuous and right, it must be an expression of divine holiness, the essence of which is truth 
and right. God's love is inescapably a manifestation of his holiness, as are his goodness, righteousness, 
mercy, and compassion. Holiness is what defines God's character most fundamentally, and a vision of 

this holiness should inspire his people and evoke their worship, sustain their character, fuel their passion 
for truth, and encourage persistence in efforts to do his will and call on his name in petitionary prayer.” 

- David Wells, God in the Wasteland, Loc. 1677, Kindle ed. 
  

18 and I will be a father to you, 
    and you shall be sons and daughters to me, 
says the Lord Almighty.” 
2 Corinthians 6:18 (ESV) 

7:1 Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of body and 
spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear of God. 
2 Corinthians 7:1 (ESV) 



“We must prepare our children—and be prepared ourselves—that following  
Christ comes with a cost (Luke 9:23). The Jesus who affirmed marriage as between a  

man a woman (Matt. 19:4-6), the Jesus who warned of the porneia  
within (Mark 7:20-23), the Jesus who warned against living to be liked by others (John 12:43),  

this Jesus demands our total allegiance (Matt. 28:20).” 

Kevin DeYoung, “The World is Catechizing Us Whether We Realize It or Not,” 
 www.gospelcoalition.org 

  

The Holy Truths That Define Us 
-     We are people set apart to God. 
-       We must cleanse our hearts and minds. 
-       We represent the Holiness of God. 

Our Response: 
-       Confess when we take on the flavor of the Soup of Self. 
-       Turn Our Eyes Upon Jesus for cleansing & renewal. 
-       Expect a cost for standing together in holiness.




