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Welcome to Family Worship at TBC!
2 Corinthians Key Verse!
9 But he said to me, “My grace is suﬃcient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”
Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest
upon me.
2 Corinthians 12:9 (ESV)
1 I must go on boasNng. Though there is nothing to be gained by it, I will go on to visions and
revelaNons of the Lord. 2 I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the
third heaven—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows. 3 And I know
that this man was caught up into paradise—whether in the body or out of the body I do not
know, God knows— 4 and he heard things that cannot be told, which man may not uVer. 5 On
behalf of this man I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses. 6
Though if I should wish to boast, I would not be a fool, for I would be speaking the truth. But I
refrain from it, so that no one may think more of me than he sees in me or hears from me. 7 So
to keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness of the revelaNons, a
thorn was given me in the ﬂesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from becoming
conceited. 8 Three Nmes I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave me. 9 But he
said to me, “My grace is suﬃcient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore
I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me.
10 For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecuNons,
and calamiNes. For when I am weak, then I am strong.
2 Corinthians 12:1-10 (ESV)

Passage Outline – 2 Co. 12:1-10
Paul’s Vision of Heaven - 12:1-6
Paul’s Thorn in the Flesh - 12:7-10
Paul’s Vision of Heaven
1 I must go on boasNng. Though there is nothing to be gained by it, I will
go on to visions and revelaNons of the Lord. 2 I know a man in Christ
who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven—whether in
the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows. 3 And I know
that this man was caught up into paradise—whether in the body or out
of the body I do not know, God knows— 4 and he heard things that
cannot be told, which man may not uVer.
2 Corinthians 12:1-4 (ESV)
And when the seven thunders had sounded, I was about to write, but I
heard a voice from heaven saying, “Seal up what the seven thunders
have said, and do not write it down.”
RevelaNon 10:4 (ESV)
Paul’s Vision of Heaven
5 On behalf of this man I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not
boast, except of my weaknesses. 6 Though if I should wish to boast, I
would not be a fool, for I would be speaking the truth. But I refrain from
it, so that no one may think more of me than he sees in me or hears
from me.
2 Corinthians 12:5-6 (ESV)

11 For I would have you know, brothers, that the gospel that was
preached by me is not man's gospel. 12 For I did not receive it from any
man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelaNon of Jesus
Christ.
GalaNans 1:11-12 (ESV)
Paul’s Thorn in the Flesh
7 So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing
greatness of the revelaNons, a thorn was given me in the ﬂesh, a
messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from becoming conceited.
8 Three Nmes I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave
me.
2 Corinthians 12:7-8 (ESV)
“It is no small maVer when God sends a thorn in the ﬂesh and it
answers its end, for in some cases it does not. Without the sancNfying
power of the Holy Spirit, thorns are producNve of evil rather than good.
In many people, their thorn in the ﬂesh does not appear to have
fulﬁlled any admirable design at all; it has created another vice, instead
of removing a temptaNon. We have known some whose poverty has
made them envious; others whose sickness has rendered them
impaNent and petulant; and others, again, whose personal inﬁrmity has
rendered them perpetually freiul and rebellious against God. O, dear
brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus, let us labour against this with all our
might, and if God has been pleased to put a feVer upon us in any shape
or way, let us ask him not to allow us to make this the occasion for fresh
folly, but, on the contrary, to bear the rod and learn its lessons. Pray
that when we are aﬄicted we may row in grace and in likeness to our
Lord Jesus, and so bring more honour to his name.”
C.H. Spurgeon, The Thorn in the Flesh, Dec 8, 1872.

32 And they went to a place called Gethsemane. And [Jesus] said to his
disciples, “Sit here while I pray.” 33 And he took with him Peter and
James and John, and began to be greatly distressed and troubled. 34
And he said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death. Remain
here and watch.” 35 And going a liVle farther, he fell on the ground and
prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him. 36 And
he said, “Abba, Father, all things are possible for you. Remove this cup
from me. Yet not what I will, but what you will.”
Mark 14:32-36 (ESV)
Paul’s Thorn in the Flesh
9 But he said to me, “My grace is suﬃcient for you, for my power is
made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of
my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me.
2 Corinthians 12:9 (ESV)
Paul’s Thorn in the Flesh
10 For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults,
hardships, persecuNons, and calamiNes. For when I am weak, then I am
strong.
2 Corinthians 12:10 (ESV)
Lessons from 2 Corinthians 12:1-10
- Don’t elevate experience over truth God has revealed.
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Lessons from 2 Corinthians 12:1-10
- Don’t elevate experience over truth God has revealed.
- Ask the Lord for rescue but live content in the trial.
- Boast and rest in the power of Christ.

