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I, Paul, myself entreat you, by the meekness and gentleness of Christ—I who am humble when 
face to face with you, but bold toward you when I am away!— 2 I beg of you that when I am 

present I may not have to show boldness with such confidence as I count on showing against 
some who suspect us of walking according to the flesh. 3 For though we walk in the flesh, we 

are not waging war according to the flesh. 4 For the weapons of our warfare are not of the 
flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds. 5 We destroy arguments and every lofty 

opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey 
Christ, 6 being ready to punish every disobedience, when your obedience is complete. 

2 Corinthians 10:1-6  (ESV)  
  

Where we are in 2 Corinthians: 

Concerns  Generosity Authority 
Past   Present  Future 
Chs. 1-7   Chs. 8-9   Chs. 10-13 

  

Passage Outline 
Paul’s Plea about His Upcoming Visit – 10:1-2 
Paul’s Defense of His God-given Authority – 10:3-6 

		



Paul’s Plea about His Upcoming Visit 
		
1 I, Paul, myself entreat you, by the meekness and gentleness of Christ—I who am humble when face to face 

with you, but bold toward you when I am away!— 
2 Corinthians 10:1 (ESV) 

		
28 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and 
learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is 

easy, and my burden is light.” 
Matthew 11:28-30 (ESV) 

  
5 “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 

Matthew 5:5 

“The meek man is not a human mouse afflicted with a sense of his own inferiority. Rather he may be in 
his moral life as bold as a lion and as strong as Samson; but he has stopped being fooled about himself. He 
has accepted God's estimate of his own life. He knows he is as weak and helpless as God has declared him 
to be, but paradoxically, he knows at the same time that he is in the sight of God of more importance than 

angels. In himself, nothing; in God, everything. That is his motto.”A. W. Tozer, The Pursuit of God 

2 I beg of you that when I am present I may not have to show boldness with such confidence as I count on 
showing against some who suspect us of walking according to the flesh. 

2 Corinthians 10:2 (ESV) 

		
Paul’s Defense of His God-given Authority 
  

3 For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the flesh. 
2 Corinthians 10:3 (ESV) 

  
Paul’s Defense of His God-given Authority 
  

4 For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine  
power to destroy strongholds. 

2 Corinthians 10:4 (ESV) 

  
Paul’s Defense of His God-given Authority 
  

5 We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God,  
and take every thought captive to obey Christ, 6 being ready to punish every disobedience,  

when your obedience is complete. 
2 Corinthians 10:5-6 (ESV) 



Passage Summary: 
		
Paul walked in meekness but also held God-given authority to call the church to obey Christ and represent 
Him in the world. 
  
War Zones: 
Anyone called by God to obey Christ and represent Him in the world. 

		
Wielding Meekness in Our War Zones Within & Without 
- Church 
- Marriage/Family 
- You	

 The horse is made ready for the day of battle, but the victory belongs to the Lord. 
Proverbs 21:31 (ESV) 

	


