



PRIMARY SCRIPTURES 
Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to 
receive the grace of God in vain. 2 For he says, 
“In a favorable time I listened to you, 
    and in a day of salvation I have helped you.” 
Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day 
of salvation. 3 We put no obstacle in anyone's way, so that 
no fault may be found with our ministry, 4 but as 
servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: by 
great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, 
calamities, 5 beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, 
sleepless nights, hunger; 6 by purity, knowledge, 
patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine 
love; 7 by truthful speech, and the power of God; with the 
weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the 
left; 8 through honor and dishonor, through slander and 
praise. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; 9 as 
unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold, we 
live; as punished, and yet not killed; 10 as sorrowful, yet 
always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as 
having nothing, yet possessing everything.  11 We have 
spoken freely to you, Corinthians; our heart is wide 
open. 12 You are not restricted by us, but you are 
restricted in your own affections. 13 In return (I speak as 
to children) widen your hearts also. 
    
  2  Corinthians 6:1-13 

ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURES 
1 Thess 2:1-12;  
1 Peter 5:6-11 

SUMMARY 
"Come further up, come further in!" This cry was 
written by C.S. Lewis as one of his Narnia characters 
(the Unicorn) experienced Lewis' version of eternal life 
in his book, The Last Battle. This cry resonates within 
the heart of Paul in 2 Corinthians. He longed for the 
church to live in unity with God, himself, and one 
another. There is an invitation that stands for us in the 
Church, and that invitation is to open our lives as we 
share in similar circumstances and sufferings because 
the day of salvation has come! We want and need to be a 
church that goes "further up and in" in how we love 
another, stand in unity, and grow deeper in Christian 
maturity together. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
1.  Paul quotes a portion of Isaiah 49:8 and appeals to 

the church in Corinth not to receive the grace of 
God in vain.   Read also 2 Corinthians 13:5.  What 
do you think his concern is for the body of the 
church?  What would cause him to have this 
concern? 

2. Read verses 4-10 carefully.  Identify the trials Paul  
endured for the Corinthians; the tools he was 
given to use in his ministry; and the lies vs truths 
of his testimony.   

3. In your opinion, what truth was Paul 
communicating to the people in Corinth in verses 
4-10, and to those in Thessolonica in 1 
Thessalonians 1-12?   

4. The world is watching Christians - they want to see 
if how we live is consistent with what we say we 
believe.  Read Romans 14, and 1 Peter 5:6-11.  
Why is it important for Christians to live in such a 
way as to not be a stumbling block to sinners and 
Christians alike?  In what ways can you help or 
hinder the message of Christ with your life? 

5. Paul desires for the church in Corinth to open 
their hearts to him, as his is open to them.  Is your 
heart open to those around you, creating unity 
among followers of Christ?  If not, what is 
preventing you from this? 

6. What does a willingness on your part to invite 
people to come further in - to the Kingdom, to 
TBC, to your life, look like for you?   Share 
examples of ways you live this calling.  How can 
you encourage others to do the same? 


