



PRIMARY SCRIPTURES 
7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show 
that the surpassing power belongs to God and not 
to us. 8 We are afflicted in every way, but not 
crushed; perplexed, but not driven to 
despair; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck 
down, but not destroyed; 10 always carrying in 
the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus 
may also be manifested in our bodies. 11 For we 
who live are always being given over to death for 
Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be 
manifested in our mortal flesh. 12 So death is at 
work in us, but life in you.    

   2  Corinthians 4:7-12 

SUMMARY 
It is no secret that we face hardships in life.  Our 
text today focuses on the kind of hardships that 
are directly linked to following Jesus.  Suffering 
for the name of Christ is one of God’s chosen 
methods to help us experientially discover Christ, 
His surpassing power and hope, and the life-
giving impact He makes in the lives of others 
through us. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
1. Picture an earthen vessel, a jar of clay.  In and 

of itself it is not valuable, the value comes from 
the contents of the vessel.  What is the treasure 
Paul refers to in 2 Corinthians 4:7?   If we 
cleanse ourselves from what is dishonorable, 
how will our earthen vessel be used?  Read 2 
Timothy 2:21 

2. Compare and contract earthly treasure versus 
the treasure of Christ. 

3. Read 1 Peter 2:21; 2:23; 3:18; 4:1; and 5:10.   
What do you see in these verses that encourage 
you and help you understand more deeply why 
Christ suffered, and how He responded to that 
suffering? What other scriptures come to 
mind as you consider this further? 

4. Read Colossians 1:24, and 2 Corinthians 
11:21-33.   Paul suffered greatly for the 
ministry of the gospel.    In your opinion, how 
did his suffering become a platform for others 
to experience who God is?   

5. God permits, controls, and uses trials for His 
own glory.  (2 Cor 4:7-8).  In what ways have 
you seen trials in your life show the glory of 
God to the world around you?     

6. Think back to a time that you were able to 
minister to someone in great distress because 
you had already walked that road.  How did 
your history with pain embolden you to reach 
out to others in need? 

7. How have you discovered more and more the 
treasure within you as you walk through 
various trials and struggles in this life?  What 

can you do with that discovery to glorify God?        
8. The world encourages us to rely on our 

own strength and to “pull up our 
bootstraps” to get through difficult 
times.  The Bible encourages us to 
remember God’s power is our source of 
strength.  How can you show that power 
to those desperate and hurting people 
around you? 


