



PRIMARY SCRIPTURES 

Are we beginning to commend ourselves 
again? Or do we need, as some do, letters of 
recommendation to you, or from you? 2 You 
yourselves are our letter of recommendation, 
written on our hearts, to be known and read by 
all. 3 And you show that you are a letter from 
Christ delivered by us, written not with ink 
but with the Spirit of the living God, not on 
tablets of stone but on tablets of human 
hearts. 
4 Such is the confidence that we have through 
Christ toward God. 5 Not that we are sufficient 
in ourselves to claim anything as coming from 
us, but our sufficiency is from God, 6 who has 
made us sufficient to be ministers of a new 
covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit. For 
the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 

   2  Corinthians 3:1-6 

SUMMARY 

Paul begins the third chapter of 2 
Corinthians with a couple of rhetorical 
questions that set up a discussion about 
where one’s confidence in ministry comes 
from. Paul makes clear the confidence he 
has comes from Christ, but that is not 
unique to his call as an Apostle. On the 
contrary, it is a confidence that all believers 
should share. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. Why is Paul bringing up letters of 
recommendation in verses 1 & 2? What 
is his point? 

2. In verse 3, Paul makes it clear that he 
doesn’t need any physical proof like a 
letter of recommendation because the 
Corinthians “are his letter.” What does 
he mean?What are some sources of 
comfort you seek out instead of relying 
on God as your source of comfort? 

3. In 2:16, Paul asks the question “Who is 
sufficient for these things?” How is this 
question answered in verses 4 & 5 of 
chapter 3? (c.f. Hebrews 4:14-16)   

4. Who in your life might be able to serve 
as your “letter of recommendation” 
that you are a minister of Jesus Christ? 
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