



PRIMARY SCRIPTURES 
5 Now if anyone has caused pain, he has caused it not to me, 
but in some measure—not to put it too severely—to all of 
you. 6 For such a one, this punishment by the majority is 
enough, 7 so you should rather turn to forgive and comfort 
him, or he may be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. 8 So I beg 
you to reaffirm your love for him. 9 For this is why I wrote, 
that I might test you and know whether you are obedient in 
everything. 10 Anyone whom you forgive, I also forgive. 
Indeed, what I have forgiven, if I have forgiven anything, has 
been for your sake in the presence of Christ, 11 so that we 
would not be outwitted by Satan; for we are not ignorant of his 
designs. 

   2 Corinthians 2:5-11 
    

SUMMARY 
2 Corinthians 2:5-11 shows us how the practice of church 
discipline and restoration tests a church’s obedience to 
Christ as well as its love for one another. The church who 
models this obedience and love results in greater unity in 
the body and protection from Satan’s divisive schemes. This 
responsibility of church leaders not only restores a fallen 
brother or sister but also reflects how Jesus restored 
Christians to a right standing with God and continues to 
reaffirm His love for us. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
1. Read Matthew 18:15-17 and 2 Timothy 2:23-26.   The 

church in Corinth brought the offender before the 
body due to unrepentant sin.  What do you see in 
these verses as the desired outcome of this action?   

2. If the sinner repents, the church should then forgive, 
comfort and reaffirm their love for him.  According 
to verses 7-11, what are Paul’s reasons for making this 
request of the church? 

3. How might Satan use a spirit of unforgiveness in a 
church for his purposes? 

4. In your opinion, why does it matter that the church 
address public unrepentant sin, and then forgive, 
reaffirm love for, and restore the individual after 
repentance?   

5. According to Hebrews 12:4-11, in what ways is 
disciple beneficial in the life of a believer? 

6. Ephesians 4:15 states we are to speak the truth to one 
another in love.  How do you think you would react if 
someone came to you to discuss a difficult truth, 
spoken in love? 

7. After repentance of sin, grace is offered by the church 
and by Christ.  Ephesians 2:8 reminds us that grace is 
a gift from God.  After falling into sin and repenting, 
are you able to receive that grace?  Why or why not?  
 


