



PRIMARY SCRIPTURES 
12 For our boast is this, the testimony of our conscience, that 
we behaved in the world with simplicity and godly 
sincerity, not by earthly wisdom but by the grace of God, and 
supremely so toward you. 13 For we are not writing to you 
anything other than what you read and understand and I hope 
you will fully understand— 14 just as you did partially 
understand us—that on the day of our Lord Jesus you will 
boast of us as we will boast of you.  15 Because I was sure of 
this, I wanted to come to you first, so that you might have a 
second experience of grace. 16 I wanted to visit you on my way 
to Macedonia, and to come back to you from Macedonia and 
have you send me on my way to Judea. 17 Was I vacillating 
when I wanted to do this? Do I make my plans according to the 
flesh, ready to say “Yes, yes” and “No, no” at the same 
time? 18 As surely as God is faithful, our word to you has not 
been Yes and No. 19 For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, whom we 
proclaimed among you, Silvanus and Timothy and I, was not 
Yes and No, but in him it is always Yes. 20 For all the promises 
of God find their Yes in him. That is why it is through him 
that we utter our Amen to God for his glory. 21 And it is God 
who establishes us with you in Christ, and has anointed 
us, 22 and who has also put his seal on us and given us his 
Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee. 
23 But I call God to witness against me—it was to spare you 
that I refrained from coming again to Corinth. 24 Not that 
we lord it over your faith, but we work with you for your joy, 
for you stand firm in your faith. 

2 For I made up my mind not to make another painful visit to 
you. 2 For if I cause you pain, who is there to make me glad but 
the one whom I have pained? 3 And I wrote as I did, so that 
when I came I might not suffer pain from those who should 
have made me rejoice, for I felt sure of all of you, that my joy 
would be the joy of you all. 4 For I wrote to you out of much 
affliction and anguish of heart and with many tears, not to 
cause you pain but to let you know the abundant love that I 
have for you. 
   2  Corinthians 1:12-2:4 

SUMMARY 
Paul had visited the church in Corinth in ~56 AD, for 
the first time since founding it 6-7 years earlier.  
During his visit, which he called his “painful visit”, Paul 
had been publicly humiliated by an individual in the 
church, who slandered Paul’s character, and criticized 
him for failing to visit Corinth as he had planned.  
Worse yet, the Corinthian believers for the most part 
had failed to support and defend Paul.  Hurt by these 
actions, Paul returned to Ephesus and wrote a strongly-
worded letter to the church (this letter was lost; it is not 
in the Bible), exhorting them to discipline this 
individual, and repent of their failure to defend Paul.  
This lost letter “grieved” the Corinthians, and Paul 
found himself at odds in his relationship with the 
church he had founded.  He wrote to them again (2nd 
Corinthians), and in today’s section (2 Corinthians 1:12 
to 2:4), Paul defended his character, and explained his 
actions. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
1. How would you define “godly character”?  Why is 

it so hurtful when someone maligns, criticizes or 
slanders your character?  See Psalm 15:2-4. 

2. How did Paul feel when the church didn’t stand 
up for Paul and support and defend him when he 
was publicly humiliated?  Was Paul justified in 
feeling this way, or should he have reacted 
differently? What specifically should the 
Corinthian church have done in this situation?
You give thanks to God for deliverance from 
affliction.  How do you give Him thanks when He 
has not yet delivered you from affliction? 

3. What might have motivated this individual to 
slander Paul’s character and humiliate him 
publicly? Would Paul have been justified in 
applying church discipline to him?  Explain your 
thinking.  See Matthew 18:15-17. 

4. Read Jeremiah 9:23-24.  If you were to “boast in 
the Lord” when you face Jesus at the Judgment 
Seat of Christ, who and what would you boast 
about?  

5. What do we learn from this story about being a 
leader in a church?  About being a member of a 
church?  What specific applications might you 
do this week in response?  
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