



PRIMARY SCRIPTURES 
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, 
and Timothy our brother, To the church of God that 
is at Corinth, with all the saints who are in the whole 
of Achaia: 
2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and 
the Lord Jesus Christ.  
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all 
comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our affliction, so 
that we may be able to comfort those who are in any 
affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves 
are comforted by God. 5 For as we share abundantly 
in Christ's sufferings, so through Christ we share 
abundantly in comfort too. 6 If we are afflicted, it is 
for your comfort and salvation; and if we are 
comforted, it is for your comfort, which you 
experience when you patiently endure the same 
sufferings that we suffer. 7 Our hope for you is 
unshaken, for we know that as you share in our 
sufferings, you will also share in our comfort.  8 For 
we do not want you to be unaware, brothers, of the 
affliction we experienced in Asia. For we were so 
utterly burdened beyond our strength that we 
despaired of life itself. 9 Indeed, we felt that we had 
received the sentence of death. But that was to make 
us rely not on ourselves but on God who raises the 
dead. 10 He delivered us from such a deadly peril, and 
he will deliver us. On him we have set our hope that 
he will deliver us again. 11 You also must help us by 
prayer, so that many will give thanks on our 
behalf for the blessing granted us through the 
prayers of many. 
   2  Corinthians 1:1-11 

SUMMARY 
What is a biblical perspective on suffering and affliction? 
Why do bad things happen to "good" people? These are really 
challenging questions. It is commonplace for people to draw 
conclusions about God or even about themselves that lead 
away from hope when going through suffering. The truth is 
that God uses suffering and trouble to reveal who He is in us 
and through us and to comfort us in any circumstance. Our 
challenge is to consistently rely on Him in times of trouble 
rather than ourselves. When we rely on Him, we receive His 
comfort and are able to love and serve others by 
encouraging and comforting others in the midst of their 
trials and troubles as well. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. According to Paul in verses 3-7, what is the 
purpose of suffering in the life of a Christian?  In 
your opinion, how difficult would it be to offer 
comfort to someone in a time of need, without 
having first received comfort through Christ in 
your own life? 

2. God is referred to as the “Father of Mercies  and 
God of all comfort” in 1:3.  How have you 
personally experienced Him in this way? 

3. What are some sources of comfort you seek out 
instead of relying on God as your source of 
comfort? 

4. The word comfort is used 10 time in verses 1-7.  
Read and consider John 14:16, 26.  Jesus is telling 
his disciples about the Holy Spirit, who will be 
sent from the Father to be their Helper.   When 
reading 2 Cor 1:3-7, where is the Holy Spirit at 
work?   

5. You give thanks to God for deliverance from 
affliction.  How do you give Him thanks when He 
has not yet delivered you from affliction? 

6. Take a moment to consider God’s faithfulness in 
your own life.   Who can you come alongside to 
encourage, and pray for? 

 to listen to this or any other sermon,  
  visit tomballbible.church/sermons 
 


